


























Few other railroads have boasted motive power 
so well maintained as have been the engines of 
the Sierra Railroad. With their polished jackets 
and clean rods they were a thrill to behold to 
all who have loved the steam locomotive, as did 
Bill Tremewan, Sierra’s master mechanic for 
twenty-five years. Last August 22nd, Bill passed 
away. To the memory of Bill, we railfans 
dedicate this little publication. 























A brief history of the 
SIERRA RAILROAD 


+ + es issued by 
The Western Railroader 


+ + + «+ + Upon occasion of the 
“Farewell to Steam” Excursion 
sponsored by the 
Pacific Coast Chapter of the 
Railway and Locomotive Historical Society 
April 17, 1955 : 
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Rails to the Mother Lode, a story of the . . . Tuolumi 


Igreat fo 

p  OMr. 

SIERRA RAILROAD |. 
Oakdale 
section 
Poniato’ 
rated ir 
CT, finance 
\/his America of ours has progressed primarily due to men of Muc 
vision, men with courage and a willingness to work to achieve ultimate = 
success. It was just such men who conceived the idea of building a {to the S 
railroad from the San Joaquin Valley to the lumber and mining area {from t! 
of mountainous Tuolumne County. Tuolum 
It was back in August 1896 when a railroad man by the name of jorganiz: 
Albert L. Stetson, who was interested in the building of a railroad |Decemb 
from Merced to El Portal for the purpose of transporting tourists to|to Tuol 
and from Yosemite Valley, found that he needed help in acquiring !posed r 


By Arthur C. Hender 


steel rails. Stetson learned that a man by the name of Thomas S. It w 
Bullock, who was interested in a railroad in Prescott, Arizona, might and giv 
be able to help him out. that sar 


Thomas S. Bullock was a New York capitalist, a man of vision, }and by 
experience and courage. Mr. Bullock came to California and visited | Oakdal: 
the Mother Lode section out of curiosity, and to learn what he could The 
about gold mining, which, in those days, was California’s foremost |Cyrus N 
attraction. After a visit to Sonora, and observing the great forests in (the gra 
the Sierras, the many gold mines in operation, and the apparent | 
prosperity of the people, he returned to San Francisco firmly con-| 
vinced that this section of the Central California foothills was rich! 
in possibilities. 

Mr. Bullock was a man of action and determination and lost no 
time making contacts with men of his own type, men with money, 
vision and courage - ‘’Big Men”’ of San Francisco back in the 90's. 

One of the first men of prominence in San Francisco to whom Mr. 
Bullock revealed his idea of constructing a railroad into the mountains 
of Tuolumne, was Mr. Will H. Crocker,,a member of the wealthy 
pioneer Crocker Family of California. Mr. Crocker was the brother- 
in-law of Prince Andre Poniatowski, born in Paris, France, descendant 
of the King of Poland. The Prince was associated with a group of 
French capitalists in Paris and was dispatched to the United States in 
search of sound investments in American industries. He came West 
and soon became interested in gold mines along the Mother Lode, | MS « 
and it was in this field that he became acquainted with Mr. Crocker. 
Their close business associations eventually found them in the same 
social set which afforded the Prince the opportunity of meeting many 
of San Francisco’s most prominent and bountiful ladies. Mr. 





~~ 





Poniatowski was every bit a Prince, possessing all those courteous $ 

mannerisms for which European Royalty was noted. The time came \y 

when he met the-very popular and attractive Elizabeth Sperry, sister [im 

of Mrs. Will H. Crocker and shortly thereafter they were married. - 
Mr. Bullock and Crocker lost no time in interesting the Prince | iimmges 

in their plan to build a railroad to the mountains in Central California}, 

To these influential men Mr. Bullock told of his visit to the towns i” Bin pest 
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uolumne County, the mines, the cattle, but above all else, the 
igreat forest of the finest pine in all the world. 

Mr. Bullock was a sound businessman, and a convincing talker, 
and in due time he had sold the idea of building a railroad from 
Oakdale in Eastern Stanislaus County to Jamestown in the foothill 
section of Tuolumne County, California. Mr. Crocker and Prince 
Poniatowski controlled the California Exploration Company, highly 
rated in financial status, and they used these resources to help 
finance the project. 

' Much talk was going on among the men of finance in San 
Francisco back in 1896 about the new railroad that was to be built 
lo the Southern Mines area and the potential revenues to be derived 
from the investment. Five months after Mr. Bullock’s visit to 
Tuolumne County on his tour of observation, he had managed to 
organize a group of interested investors. Between August and 
December 1896, these interested businessmen made several visits 
to Tuolumne County looking over the plans and going over the pro- 
‘posed route of the railroad, mostly by horseback. 

{ It was on New Year’s Day 1897 that the Corporation was formed 
and given the name Sierra Railway Company of California. During 
that same month survey crews and rights-of-way men started work 
and by March 24, 1897 construction crews started grading at the 
Oakdale end. 





Cyrus Moreing, a contractor of Stockton was the sub-contractor for 
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Gathering speed after a Sonora stop, old number 6 wheels a westbound passenger 
tun past Lime Spur, in this beautiful action shot, sometime before 1920. 
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A unique “connecting” line was the mile-long homemade railroad of the Dutch mine, 
shown here at its Sierra terminal, about a mile west of Jamestown. 

Louis and Bob Stein collection 
rumors were prevalent, people were skeptical and suspicious, some 
said that it ‘‘was only a move by the Southern Pacific Company to 
forestall competition.’’ Others predicted that the construction would 
stop when the hills and rock were reached. 

Construction continued however, and by April of that year the 
first few miles of grading was ready for the ties and rails. Mr. 
Bullock sent men to Arizona to take up the rails of the Prescott and 
Arizona Central, a railroad which he had built between Seligman and 
Prescott which was put out of business when the Santa Fe built their 
near-parallel Santa Fe Prescott & Phoenix Ry. from Ash Fork to 
Prescott. 

From Prescott to Oakdale was quite some distance, and trans- 
portation of the rails involved a cost problem. Mr. Bullock had the 
rail shipped by the Santa Fe Railroad from Prescott to Redondo Beach, 
California, it was then loaded on coastal freight ships and sent to 
Port Costa, California, and from the ships it was sent by flat cars to 
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Oakdale. By the time the rails arrived at Oakdale, all ties and bridge } better | 


timbers were on hand and on April 2, 1897, the first steel was laid 
for the Sierra Railway Company of California. 

It has been told by Old Timers in Sonora and Jamestown who 
worked on the job, that when the rails arrived it was like a shot of 
plasma - so anxious were the workers to see the train actually running 
on this new road to the hills. 





Management, likewise, became so anxious to speed up the job, | 


it awarded another contract to the firm of Charles Erickson and 
Company, noted for their ability to do heavy grading and rock work | 
such as that which confronted the engineers building a railroad | 
through a mountainous terrain of rock and spanning many gulches. 

At the peak of construction of the Sierra at the time, it required 
300 head of horses, many of the old Fresno Scrapers and 400 men all 
working ten hours a day, seven days a week. Those were rough days - 
lots of liquor, many drunks, prostitutes in nearby towns, slow means 
of transportation created a problem of maintaining a near full work- 
ing crew, especially cooks and flunkies, with fist fights being the 
camp’s number one means of entertainment topping the draw-poker 
games. 
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The building of the Sierra Railroad was by far not a project 
without problems. 


True, the builders saw the great forest of pine, cedar and fir in 
the mountains above Sonora and to them this alone would furnish 
freight enough to keep many railroad cars busy daily for decade after 
decade. These men with vision also recognized the boundless mineral 
wealth on every side, for back in those days the County’s many gold 
mines were in full operation and much heavy machinery required. 
They saw the old towns in the County and believed that if they were 
but given a chance they would gain rapidly in population. 

The big men trom San Francisco were confident that their rail- 
road would one day be completed and the actual construction was 
not a serious problem. True, the progress at first was slow and indeed 
the going was tough because when it became known that grading on 
a railroad that was to actually enter Tuolumne County had begun, 
the news wasn’t received by the major portion of our inhabitants with 
manifestations of joy. 
some Popular feeling was antagonistic to a railroad that threatened to 
iny tof push the freight wagons and stage coaches right out of business. 
would} People were mad - the ‘Union Democrat’’, Sonora’s oldest newspaper, 
wrote editorials of condemnation. Groups were organized to put 
ar the} pressure on politicians to help stop the “Iron Horse” from ruining the 
. Mr.) County. But, regardless of public sentiment, the army of graders, 
tt and | track layers and bridge builders advanced steadily. 

n and Prior to the building of the Sierra Railway, Oakdale was the 
‘their | terminal of the stage and freight wagons from Tuolumne County, 
rk to} and when the rails were laid eighteen miles to Cooperstown, they 
made that stopping place of the railroad their western terminal also. 
trans- | Work progressed, and by August 10, 1897 rail was laid to Don Pedro 
. - on the original route through the Red Hills. This line later was 
€acn, | changed and the road built up-the gulch through Keystone. Soon the 
ent tO) “Iron Horse’’ appeared at Chinese, and then came the big day, 
ars yar kr 8, 1897, when the road was completed to Jamestown, 


> ° better known as “Jimtown’’. This was indeed a gala occasion, and 
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Jays - ide Azevedo states these railcars were 
: (clockwise: Green-painted No. 7, the pay 
reEGNS | car that made regular trips over the road; 
work- | Mr. Bullock’s “private car;’ and No. 2, 
3 the 4 purchased from the Hetch Hetchy and 
soker later equipped with conventional wheels 
and tires for use as the delivery truck 

from the Sonora depot. 
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two days later, on November 10th, some 4500 people from ever 
section of Tuolumne County, and many from Oakdale and vicinity, 
journeyed to Jamestown to celebrate the arrival of the first train of 
the new Sierra Railway. 

Prince Poniatowski, who became intensely interested in the build. 
ing of the Sierra Railway, was the man responsible for the Chinese 
architectural design of all depots, hotels, etc. 

When the Sierra put on its first passenger trains, no claim was 
made that they were ultra-luxurious, either in exterior beauty or 
interior furnishings, for the Company had done the very best it 
could with the money at its disposal. At first the road was very 
crooked, not the road of today indeed, and in those years the road- 
bed was unballasted as compared to today. 

Shortly after the completion of the road to Jamestown, the 
Company continued the road to Sonora and on February 26, 1899 
the Sierra Railway made its first appearance at Sonora where 
thousands of citizens of the County awaited the train’s arrival and 
greeted the decorated engine with a band and cheers of welcome. 
Prominent men of the company were introduced and county notables 
made speeches of ‘“Welcome to Sonora’’. 

Not long after the railroad reached Sonora, it continued on to 
Tuolumne City, this extension being opened to traffic on February 
1, 1900, making a main line of 57 miles, the same as it is today. 
Including the now-abandoned branches, and the Hetch Hetchy Rail- 
road over which the Sierra ran trains from 1935 until 1938, the Sierra 
Railroad has operated trains over almost 140 miles of track. 

The directors of the company believed that considerable business 
could be added by building a line from Jamestown to Angels Camp 
across the Stanislaus River in Calaveras County. Surveys were made 
and in 1900, construction of the Angels Branch was commenced. 
This rugged 19.3 mile branch was placed in operation September 15, 


Sierra box car, waycar 9 and short coach 6 make up the train. 
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Heisler 9, Jamestown-bound, crosses the high Stanislaus River trestle at Melones. A 
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Excursion cars awaiting their load at Jamestown’s Hotel Nevills. A number of these 
cars were built in the Sierra shops on ancient Virginia & Truckee flat cars. 
Louis and Bob Stein collection 


1902, complete with switchback, stiff grades and many high trestles. 
Due to heavy operational costs and the falling off of sufficient 
business this branch was abandoned in 1935 with the last rails being 
torn up in November of that year. 

The Angels Branch of the Sierra holds fond memories for those 
of us who remember it in the days when the Sonora and Angels base- 
ball teams fought for championship honors. The Sierra ran excursion 
trains to and from the two towns on Sundays. The train consisted of 
from four to six open ‘‘excursion’’ cars and a caboose. The crowd 
gathered at the Sonora depot, generally about 9 a.m., some hundred 
and fifty players, band and rooters. Always a few would be liquored 
up when they climbed aboard, and in the gang would be a few Indians 
and a Chinaman. Shouting, fighting, drinking, cussing, singing and 
laughter prevailed always. 

At the switchback the ‘’clowns’’ in the party could always be 
depended upon to crack jokes about the railroad, start walking up the 
track and defy the engineer to overtake them. The Angels Camp 
crowd, when coming over to Sonora, were a little quieter and respect- 


NOW THE SIERRA RAILWAY 's FINISHED TO CHINESE CAMP, 
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Shay 11, with a helper on the-rear, prepares to boost a few cars up the tortuo 


grades of the Hetch Hetchy R.R. Louis and Bob Stein collection Number ¢ 


ond passe 
able. Those excursions to Angels Camp were Big Events, and thou-{"s, 5 ¢ 
sands of dollars changed pockets as a result of the ball game. |#mchanic 
Sonora won the game, we could always figure on getting home at Nevills. 
least two hours late because the men and a few gals would hit the Rawhid 
saloons in Angels Camp and forget where the train was. 
For many years passenger service on the Sierra was heavy. Prior 
to the first World War there were as many as six passenger trains a 
day on the main line, plus the daily train on the Angels Branch. As 
well as providing transportation to Tuolumne County, the Sierra Rail- 
way was a popular route for Yosemite-bound tourists, with a transfer 
being made at Chinese to horse-drawn stages of D. S. Lumsden & Co. 
Popularity of this route faded with completion of the Yosemite Valley 
Railway in 1907. By 1919 there remained but one scheduled passen- 
ger run on the main line, which schedule remained about the same 
over the years; an early morning departure from Tuolumne, with the 
return trip from Oakdale leaving not long after the lunch hour. With 
the depression, the passenger run was combined into a mixed train. On 
March 28, 1937 the schedule was reversed with the train leaving 
from Oakdale in the morning and returning in the afternoon. All 
regular rail passenger service was discontinued on August 31, 1938, 
which also saw the last run of the railway post office car. Upon 
abandonment of the rail passenger run, the Sierra began operation 
of a bus schedule affording an excellent connection at Stockton with 
the streamlined Santa Fe ‘’Golden Gates’’. With the complications of 
war-time operations the bus was discontinued in December of 1942. 
At one time the Sierra Company seriously consideded building ¢ 
railroad from Jamestown to Yosemite Valley. On June 21, 190 
the Yosemite Short Line Railway Company was incorporated for this 
purpose, but all work was discontinued on this project by 1908. 
The old Sierra Railroad has fought hard times and has managed 
to keep her trains running for over a half century. = 
Back in the ‘Nineties’ people were gay and this can well) aime 
be said of the men who promoted the Sierra Railway. Among thot liotel Ney 
group was Captain W. A. Nevills, who, in addition to being interested |waiting ro 
in the Sierra Railway, was also interested in gold mines. Captain 
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cntletial Number 6, just in with the train from Oakdale, waits patiently while mail, express 


and passenger make their Angels connection, shown with No. 11 and the two short 
thou-pears, 5 and 6, on the adjoining track. Meantime, Sierra’s well-dressed master 
me. If mechanic chats with the six-spot’s engineer. Al Moreno collection 
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Nevills was a man of wealth and was one of the owners of the famous 
Rawhide Mine near Jamestown. This mine had produced a million 
Prior dollars in gold, and Captain Nevills spent this money like the 
Bohemian he was. 
= i The Captain conceived the idea of building a hotel near the Sierra 
. R . depot in Jamestown, and with the help of Prince Poniatowski, T. S. 
. " "|Bullock and other members of the company, plans were drawn and 
ros the hotel built. It was located a few hundred feet North of the depot 
Vole | oroper alongside the railroad track. It was a beautiful two-story 
em YIstructure with Chinese architectural lines, large spacious dining room, 
agit beautifully arranged reception parlors, elaborate bar, mahogany 
Sage furniture, attractive bedrooms, and huge mirrors on all walls on the 
: with{ground floor. 
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Ng that Hotel Nevills, just north of the Sierra’s general office building, contained ticket office, 


terested waiting room and baggage room. Foundations and platform are still visible in 1955. 
Captain 


Al Moreno collection 
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The hotel was built and operated by the Jamestown Improvement Ar 
Company, consisting of men interested in the Sierra Railway Com- | the ori 
pany. The hotel was known as the Nevills Hotel and was famous for | Sierra 
its services. The finest chefs and best mixologists found in San Fran- To 





cisco were employed. All employees wore uniforms and the meals and | officie; 
liquors were equal to any to be had in San Francisco or elsewhere. providi 
Hotel Nevills was the meeting place of every man and woman of Corpor 
prominence who came to Tuolumne County. People from Sonora made | Tyolun 
a practice of driving to the hotel for Sunday dinner and many out- | and ot | 
standing social events took place at the Nevills Hotel in those days, On 
when champagne was the favorite beverage of the elite. celebre 
Fate dealt the famous hotel a cruel blow; in August 1915, it steam 
burned to the ground, but with the ashes there remained the treasured | Baldwi 
memory of the people of Tuolumne County and those from elsewhere, ‘SI 15.0 
extending from San Francisco to Paris, France. Later on another hotel | Rush ¢ 
was built at Tuolumne City and called the Turnback Inn; this also train | 
was a noted meeting place for people of prominence and like the Histor; 
Nevills, it too was destroyed by fire. ornia. 
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Westbound passenger, headed by number 6, pauses at the Sonora Depot in 1915. 
Number 2 switches cars at the freight house. 
Louis and Bob Stein collection 


The Sierra Railway for the first few months of its operation was 
not merely a railroad, it was likewise a curiosity, for many of the 
natives of Tuolumne County had never seen a locomotive pulling cars 
on steel rails. Horses and cattle stampeded at the sound of the 
grunting engine and shrieking whistle. The Sierra Company started 
out with three locomotives and since 1897 has used 22 steam engines 
of which only 5 are still in service, including the old three-spot, one 
of the original! 

Yes, California had men of vision, courage and determination 
back in the days of the ‘Gay Nineties’’ and when the Sierra Railway 
Company was organized back in 1897 the Board of Directors con- 
sisted of Prince Andre Poniatowski, President; S. D. Freshman, Vice 
President; John N. Bonner, Secretary; Hall McAllister and Frank |i 5.04 
re T. S. Bullock; Samuel Sussman; George D. Sperry and W. D. fridge w 

ourn, 
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the original Sierra Railway Company of California to the present 
\Sierra Railroad Company. 


efficient service to the residents and industries of Tuolumne County; 
providing transportation for the giant mills of the Pickering Lumber 
an of |Corporation at Standard and the West Side Lumber Company at 
Tuolumne, the United States Lime Products at Sonora (Lime Spur) 
y Out- |and others which rely upon dependable rail shipments. 


celebration. It will be mourning the passing out of service of the 
steam locomotive, and the institution of two modern new 1200 HP, 


$115,000.00. ..This will again be a big day in the Old Gold 


train bringing some 600 members of the Railway and Locomotive 
Historical Society and their families and friends from Central Calif- 
ornia. Awaiting the arrival of the special train at Jamestown will be 
Mr. D. J. Murphy, President, W. C. Cheney, Vice President and 
General Manager and Directors and officers of the company. 


will be carried out with the assistance of queen Miss Mary, McCormick 
Seem of Sonora, representing the diesel era, and Mrs. Marge Wenneson, 
=m representing the steam age. 


A re-organization in 1937 brought about a change in name from 


Today, the modern Sierra Railroad is well equipped to continue 


On April 17th, 1955 the Sierra Railroad will hold a very unique 


Baldwin road switcher diesel electric locomotives, each costing 


Rush town of Jamestown. The Sierra Railroad will entertain a special 


The ceremony will take place at the Jamestown depot, where the 
christening of the new locomotives and “‘burial’’ of the old steam 


Mr. Thomas Bullock passed away in May, 1919, and Poniatowski 
passed away in 1954 at the age of 90, while !iving in France. 


We'll miss the old engines, 
Their smoke and noise, 

We'll miss that smell of oil too, 
But man moves on 

In this day of speed, 

And engines grow old 

Like me and like you. 


A. C. H., Sonora, California 








Still fresh in her factory paint, little number 30 chuffs across the Stanislaus River 
bridge with the bob-tail cars, 5 and 6, bringing up the rear of this short mixed train. 
Louis and Bob Stein collection 
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Tuolumne, February 5, 1949 
Guy Dunscomb photo 








Wir a maximum elevation of 2900 feet at Ralph, snow seldom 
complicates the Sierra Railroad train operations. Snows at this levelf™*: 
come only once or twice a year, and then only rarely exceed a footiay 


in depth. Nevertheless, when snow falls on the lower portions offfast= 
Tuolumne County the Sierra- locomotives make a beautiful sight fy e 
plowing through the white blanket. Quite different were the winter 

runs over the Hetch Hetchy Railroad when that line operated as af 
division of the Sierra during enlargement of Hetch Hetchy dam in the 
mid-thirties. Wedge plows were attached to locomotives 22 and 34; 

if these couldn’t handle the snow, the Hetch Hetchy’s semi-rotary- 

wedge plow opened the line. Sierra engines pushing around the rocky 

cliffs above Intake presented a snowy railroad scent worthy off, 
Colorado! i 
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| 
ie RAILROADS ON THIS MAP | 
Calaveras y | 
Bg Trees, / RAILROAD ond GAUGE CONDITION 
/ x ° Atlas-Olympia Co. (std.) ............. ... Abend. | 
mr f California Peach Growers (std.) .. ... Aband. 
ar Re of {* a 4 Copperopolis Copper Mining (N.G.-Elect.) ...... Abend. | 
: ca - j | Dutch Mine R.R. (N.G.) ................ . Abend. | 
Empire City Ry. (30) .......... . Abend. | 
Hetch Hetchy R.R. (std.) ............ . Aband. 
McKay Lbr. (2 gauges, both NG. ; . Aband. 
Merced Gold Mining Co. (2’) ...... Abend. 
Oakdale Western (std.), (Sante Fe ... Operating 
Pickering Lumber Corp. (std.) . ... Operating 
Royal Cons. Mines (N.G.-Elect.) Not Operating | 


Sierra & S. F. Power Co. (N.G.) ... eonseabiobiad Abond. 

Sierra Railroad (std.) ...... 

Sierra Railway — Angeles Branch (std) 
— Atlas Branch (std.) 7 

— Don Pedro Branch (std.) .... Aband. 

— Melones Dam Branch (std.) Aband. 

| — Original ay Line (std.) .... Aband. 

| Stockton & Copp hi . (std.), (S.P.) .... Aband. 

| West Side Lumber Co. Sg os ‘Operating 

Yosemite Short Line (30) .... 

Yosemite Lumber Co. (std.) .... 

Yosemite Portland Cement Co. (?) 

’ € oe oF qcComb 36 | Yosemite Sugar Pine Lumber Co. (std.) : 

fa OL ( ’ 2 | Yosemite Valley Railway (std.) ...................... 
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SIERRA RAILWAY COMPANY OF CALIFORNIA. 


Pcs. A. PoniaTowskl, President, 


San Francisco, Cal. 


Wm. H. Crocker, Vice-Prest., » 


T. S. Buttock, 


eneral Manager. 


CuHartes N. HamB.iin, Auditor. 
S. D. FRESHMAN, Asst, Gen, Mgr, & Treas, | 
W. C. Potts, Superintendent. 
W. F. Towne, Gen. Fht. & Pas, Agt, f 


General Offces— Jamestown, Cal. 



































anewesuns No. | |Mls February 1, 1900. tie 
eenuwier’ *830 A M|....|lve.San Francisco.arr.|....| 415 P M|.......... 
iaecewonns 117 PM |oceelecee eee StOCKTON......06)0006{1T 20 A Miceeseeees, 
atecweened *235 PM| o |....-.-.Oakdale!.......| 57 | 950 » yf 
Suh wpah nee 253 » 6 |..++++-Occidental.......| 51 | 935 ” > # 
sennewenes 308 » | rz |.........Paulsell,........| 46 | 922 » 8.3 0 
ieonpaones 325 » | 18 |......Warnerville......) 39 | 905 » > 2, 
inemiiceed 336 » | 20 |.....Cooperstown?....| 37 | 855 » NOS 
sdanunnees 414 » | 29 |.......Cloudman.......| 28 | 817 » “ie 
aieeeeien 437 » | 35 |........Chimese®......., 22 | 754 » SY 
ingaenmnd 503 » | 41 |..... Jamestown?...../ 16 | 735 9 |..ccccesee| 
iccepnnene 528 » | 45 |...+++--Somorad........] 12 | 710  [occeeeeee| 
‘igkeseied 615 ep M| 57 arr.....Tuolumne...ive.| o [#618 a Mi..... sail 





Connections.—! With So. Pac. Co. 
wards and Sellack. 





3 Stages for Chinese Camp, 
Big Oak Flat, Groveland, Coulterville and Yosemite Valley. 


2Stages for La Grange, Hay-| , § 
ontezuma, Jacksonville, | Siti 
4 Stages for! ¢ 


Quartz Mountain, Stent, Rawhide, Tuttletownand Jeffersonville. 5 Stages 


for Columbia, Springfield, Confidence, Sugar Pine, Angels Camp and 


Robinson’s Ferry. 








SIERRA RAILWAY COMPANY OF CALIFORAIA. 





T. S. Buttock, Prest. & Gen. Mgr. | S. H. Smiru, Gen. Fht. & Pas. Agt. 
Wo. H. Crocker, Vice-President, W. C. Potts, Superintendent. 
San Francisco, Cal. | C. N. Hamsuin, Auditor. 
S. D. FresHMan, Asst, Gen, Mgr. & Treas. | General Offices— Jamestown, Cal. 
ae Pee : 

5 gas ae 8 6; 2) 8 |[M February 18, 1906, | | 5} 7 
S§23s328 ae eee | ee ee (Pacific time.) “Ss Re ee 
SkGO-MYSS jam |*8gol.....[.. lve.San Francisco.arr.| 408).....'..... 
BEA 8*. 5 E= |t7 45] 110)..... h epee: Stockton..... 11 40/A M..... 
re aE o-1o) 5 |fr205|*240)..... Basses Oakdale!..... '10 18/11 15]..-.- 
sues” y vilra20 2 46)..... 11|Santa Fe Junction 1015) 945)..... 
SAgoS e899) 119 323! shoal 16].....Warnerville.....| 939] $55|---- 
“ 295 » $284] 120/331)..... 19|.. Cooperstown?..| 9 32) 845'....- 
| tas § 5M.) 16013 47)..... * | eee eee 917| 815|..... 
aScs ESs° 75 | 200/555) ..../ac}......Keystone......| 9 10} 800)..... 
ae a0 S| 255/419) m j35)..... Chinese®.....| 855) 725) PM 
BS Sem 5 ee S| 530) 450 to 20}42|.... Jamestowns...| 8 4o/t7 00) 250 
gsSORt- 4 > ane 615|..... 6clarr... Angels®..lve. #6 45|A M |..... 
eo om oS 8 23 | 355) 450 roool4s)...... Sonora’......| 8 16)..... 2 25 
Oo OO sit boy, O} 2 M|6 19) 10 45/53]..... Black Oak...) 9 5@)-0s+- 135 
OosSl Fe . Sool... 6 30 rr 10\57|..... Tuolumne.....|*7 40).....:41 16 

SWS GOMEE | 
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Additional Train—Leaves Sonora for Jamestown +4 55 p.m. 


Oakdale Western Ry.—Trains lve. Santa Fe Jn. for Riverbank (6.5 
miles) fg 50, *r0 35 a.m., *3 10 p.m. Returning, leave Riverbank fro 50, 


*r1 40 a.m., *2 27 v.m. 


“** Daily ; ¢ daily, except Sunday. 
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A discussion of the motive power situation of the Sierra Railway must of necessity 
be left to conjecture and ‘what must have been,”’ since the general office fire of May— 
1, 1913 destroyed original records. Apparently the Sierra started with numbers 1, 2, 
and 3, the latter coming with the rails from Mr. Bullock’s Prescott and Arizona Central 
(Joe Azevedo, lifelong Sonora area resident, advises that there were two No. 2's onf 
the road, the first a 4-4-0 quite similar to engine No. 1, and the second, the 0-6-09 
shown below.) ? 

Upon completion of a major portion of the line the purchase of three more 4-4-0's 
seems logical; with the limited finances of a new railroad their purchase as used 
engines from the Northern Pacific also fits into the scheme of things. Another 0-6-0 


Sane 


(the No. 5) seemed like a satisfactory solution to the switching problem. Heisler No,} Chinese, b 
9, was apparently purchased new; forthe PUC 1900 report of Sierra motive power} 3 4-6-( 
lists eight engines; the following year mentions seven engines. It is known the one. Bui 


spot left the property early; perhaps it was disposed of by ‘01. By 1904 nine 
engines are listed; probably the three Shays 10, 11 and 12 are the ones bringing up 
this figure, since they were constructed in 1902 and 1903. Ten engines are reported}, 
in 1907, so this must include the 18. The two other little consolidations, 20 and 227) 
were on the property by 1920, by which time the geared engines were disposed of} 
except the 12, no doubt kept because of its larger size; and with the exception of 6, 
the 4-4-Os had also disappeared from the roster. With three large dams being built 
in the County, and all being served by the Sierra directly or indirectly, the motive 
power situation became tight, apparently leading to the purchase of two specially- 
constructed 2-6-2s for the Angels Branch, the little 30 and 32, which held down this 
assignment until abandonment of that line. No. 26, purchased from the Ocean 
Shore Railroad for the construction rush proved much too light and was disposed of 
after but little service. Along with the purchase of the little Prairie came the first 
of the Sierra’s true medium-speed freight engines, the 28, soon followed by the 34) 
and the modern 36; which gave the Sierra an effecient stable of motive power. * ie 
Railfans feared the ‘‘diesel invasion’’ was to start on their beloved Sierra when *** 
two Baldwin diesels were tried out in August of 1950; instead they were in for a 
pleasant surprise with the purchase of the 38, a genuine mallet, in 1952. However, 
with more and more railroads going diesel, such motive power for the Sierra wos} Tuolumne 
inevitable, and in the Fall of 1954, the 40 and 42 were ordered, and delivery was| 4 4.4. 
made in mid-March 1955. The railfan fraternity as well as many rail-side residents,| Bu 
will indeed be saddened with the departure of the Sierra steam locomotives from the 14 
beautiful Mother Lode hills. 


5 
ROSTER COMPILED BY D.S. RICHTER AND G.M. BEST } So 















Specifications for the locomotives are shown with the picture captions and in 
the following order: Type, Builder, Construction number, Diameter of Drivers, Cylinder 
Dimensions, Weight, Boiler Pressure and Tractive Force. 


1 4-4-0 Acquired for construction of road. No authentic records. 


Jamestown Louis and Bob Stein collection Wee 
2 0-6-0 New York No. 506 1889 44—18x26—94500—155—25000 j Ockdale 
Built as Montana Union No. 109, Northern Pacific No. 929, to Sierra, resol 6 4.4 
to Lassen Lumber & Box No. 23 in 1918, sold to Red River Lumber, scrapped Bi 
Sept., 1940. y 
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e 0-6-0 


4-4.0's 
as used 
or 0-6-0F = = aR inane ai 

sler No} Chinese, November 19, 1950 Guy Dunscomb photo 
e power! 3 4-6-0 Rogers No. 4493 1891 56—17x24—1000000—160—17470 

‘he one- Built as Prescott & Arizona Central No. 3. Retained for motion picture work. 
04 nine se Sap) *) age NY on ae a - 
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Jowever, =| 
srra was? Tuolumne, July 19, 1936 Guy Dunscomb photo 
very was) 4 4.4.0 Baldwin No. 5851 1882 62—17x24—80000—145—13790 
esidents, Built as Northern Pacific No. 99. Sold Pickering Lumber Co. 1917, renumbered 
from - 14, scrapped 1938. 


5 0-6-0 Schenectady No. 5177 1899 . 
ST =} = Sold about 1903 to Hawaii Consolidated RR - 
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scrapped 


Oakdale, 1902. a Louis and Bob Stein collection 
6 4-4-0 Baldwin No. 6113 1883 62—17x24—80000—145—13790 


ee as Northern Pacific No. 114. Sold to Atlas-Olympia Co. 1922. Scrapped 
a7. 
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Jamestown Louis and Bob Stein collection 
7 4-4-0 Baldwin No. 5674 1882 62—17x24—80000—145—13790 
Built as Northern Pacific No. 93. Resold. 


8 No known locomotive. Bl 
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Jamestown Louis and Bob Stein collectior} Sole 


9 Heisler Heisler No. 1036 1899 40—1634x14—104000—160—20000 
! Sold Pickering Lumber Co. No. 8, West Side Lumber Co. No. 1, scrapped 1947} 
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Hetch Hetchy Jet. Louis and Bob Stein collectio" 


10 Shay Lima No. 718 1902 36—12x12— —180—21500 
Sold to Diamond Match Co. in 1917. 
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Jamestown Al Moreno collection 
11 Shay Lima No. 788 1903 36—12x12— —180—21500 

Sold Pickering Lumber Co. 1918, Verdi Lumber Co., Clover Valley Lumber 
Co., same number. 











Jamestown Al Moreno collection 


12 Shay Lima No. 789 1903 36—1412x12—159600—180—29100 
Sold Pickering Lumber Co. 1924. 
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» collection Stondard, April 30, 1949 Guy Dunscomb photo 
0 13 to 17 and odd numbers 19 to 41 were never assigned. 
if 
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4 
Renaaly photo from Louis and Bob Stein collection ye. 
18 2-8-0 Baldwin No. 29790 1906 42—18x22—111850—180—26010 Ff. 
Retired 1953. 


Baldwin bui 

20 2-8-¢ 
Sold 
Texa 


Jamestown, October 23, 1949 


on 3 
ning 


Ockdale, M 


Kennedy photo from Louis and Bob Stein collectio" B Jasper, Tey. 
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Baldwin builder’s photo Louis and Bob Stein collection 


20 2-8-0 Baldwin No. 43344 1916 42—18x22—118850—180—26010 
Sold U.S. Army in 1942, became No. 6814, resold to Kurth Lumber Co., Jasper, 
Texas, renumbered back to No. 20. 


ere. | 
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SIERRA RAILWAY 





Ockdale, March 20, 1937 
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Al Rose photo 


22 2-8-0 Baldwin No. 53205 1920 42—18x22—121000—180—26010 Sa" 
Sold California Western Ry. in 1940, became No. 41. Scrapped. 


Oakdale, June, 1937 








Baldwin builder’s photo Louis and Bob Stein collection 


24 2-8-0 Baldwin No. 39577 1912 50—20x26—163000—200—35360 
Built as Nevada Copper Belt No. 3, purchased 1921. Retired January, 1955. 


| Calpine, 


Jamestown, April 30, 1949 





Guy Dunscomb photo 
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Louis and Bob Stein collection 


2-6-0 Baldwin No. 32646 1908 48—18x24—124000—180—24800 
Built as Ocean Shore No. 6, purchased about 1921, resold Davies-Johnson 
Lumber Co. about 1924, scrapped 1939. 
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' | Colpine, California, May 29, 1938 Guy Dunscomb photo 
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‘Tuolumne, January 20, 1952 Guy Dunscomb photo 
28 2-8-0 Baldwin Wo. 55246 1922 48—19x26—142000—185—30750 
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Guy Dunscomb collectiof? 


iecaiabenien, nai 18, 1936 4 
30 2-6-2 Baldwin No. 55412 1922 42—15x24—98000—175—19130 | === 
Sold Howard Terminal Co. 1937, converted to a 2-6-2T. a 
Mather, D 


34 2-8 


af 


) 
we 


PPomestow 


Guy Dunscomb phi} $36 2-8 


simsaauninies August 22, 1937 
32 2-6-2 Baldwin No. 57010 1923 46—16x24—106200—180—20440 
later renumbered to 132. After accidert® 


Sold Tidewater Southern Ry. 1940, 
on Tidewater Southern, acquired tender from Sierra 18. 


ee * @amestow 
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Al Rose phe 


Modesto, Calif., September 20, 1951 
The Western Railroac 
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Mather, Ressuibor 4, 1937 . Al Rose photo 
34 2-8-2 Baldwin No. 58679 1925 46—19x26—17500—200—34690 
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: : omestown, February 5, 1955 Al Rose photo 
comb ph} 336 2-8-2 Schen. No. 68278 1930 50—21x28—207000—200—42000 
—20440 

r accident» 








Al Rose photo 


8 2-6.6-2 Blw. No. 61781 1934 51—31-20x28— 293000 —225—59600 
Built as Weyerhaeuser No. 4, purchased June, 1952. 
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Oakdale Anonymow 


40 1200 HP Biw. (BLH) No. 76092 1955 40” drv. 240000 wt. Model S-12 
Delivered March 14, 1955, via Santa Fe. 


SIERRA RAILROAD 


Oakdale 


42 1200 HP Bilw. (BLH) No. 76093 1955 40” drv. 
Delivered March 18, 1955, via Southern Pacific. 


If the Sierra Railroad could be summed up in one picture, this would be 
nomination; this, we believe, IS the Sierra—valley flatlands, foothills and oaks, ¢ 
meandering stream and a steam-powered train. 

The location is one heretofore ignored by most of the Sierra’s admirers—the hil) 


on the north side of the tracks just west of Cooperstown. The view is looking soutt 
west and was photographed on a balmy spring day in the final months of steo# 


operation, March 19, 1955. 
Al and Guy 
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mestown, March 19, 1955 
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Warnerville, September 26, 1951 Remember this famous “High Noon” scene? FJomestown 


Demnacenitenapanem, next to Hollywood, more motion picturesp. “°™"° 


have been filmed in Tuolumne County than at any other location inBeunion poci 
California. Several reasons account for this—a varied country, avail- 
ability of ancient railroad equipment and an organization that 
publicizes these features, the Sonora Motion Picture Association. ar 

Around Warnerville is the plains type of land, scene of “’Dodgefen ot eni 
City’’ and more recently ‘‘High Noon.’’ Beyond Cooperstown the track Drocase cit 
winds up through the foothills, covered with small oak, bull pine andfiy, citte. 
brush, ideal for westerns such as “The Texas Rangers,” ‘’Santa FeBeyeung ton 
Trail,’ ‘‘Duel in the Sun,’’ and the latest picture ‘’Rage at Dawn” to 
be released soon. Above Standard is the rocky country, ideal for the 
“bad men’ to jump from a high precipice onto a moving train, or the 
“‘gold’’ to be shoved from an express car into a deep ravine where the 
gang’s cohorts can make off with it! 

Originally ten-wheeler number 3 handled the movie assignments 
but in the mid-thirties, little 18 fitted with a false wooden cab ani 
cordwood on the tender became the star, ‘playing’ in over fourteer 
picture before retirement in 1952. Once again, old number 3 ha 
become the actress, with five pictures to her credit in the last five 
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Jamestown, May 27, 1950 











—> r — 
MOTION PICTURE | certerinc ON EQUIPMENT | uateies ] CARS DATE | COMPANY 
oS See ee | al ae | aa abc hs ai 
| } | 
“Union Pacific” | Union Pacific RR | 3 | 1-2-6-8 | 
| Southern States RR 3 | | 
| P.R.R. | 3 | | 
| | | 
"North of the Rio Grande” | 30 | | 
| | | | 
"In Old Chicago” | Cc. & G. | 18 1-2-5 } MGM 
"Dodge City” | Atchison Topeka & Santa Fel 18 | 1-2-611 | 1938 | Warners 
| | } | 
"My Little Chickadee’ Atlantic & Pacific Southern | 18 (8) | 1-2-5 |} 1939 | Warners 
| | | } 
7Young Tom Edison” | C.D. & C.G.T. Jet. |\V&T 18 (7& VaT | 1939 | MGM 
*Return of Jessie James” | St. Louis & Missouri | 18 (8) 1-2-5 | 1940 | 
*When the Daltons Rode’ | Kansas Missouri & Pacific 18 (209) |1(412)-2(741) } | 
| | 24 (492) |5(11)-611(22) | } 
*Sonte Fe Trail’ Atchison & Topeka | 18 | 1-2-611 | 1940 Warners 
"Bad Man of Wyoming” Missouri & Western | 18 (32) | ba al | 1940 | MGM 
"Go West’ | New York & Western RR | 18 | 1(24)-2(19) | 1940 MGM 
_ West also shot on Pickefing with a Heisler) j 5(10)-611(17) 
Duel in the Sun” | T. & S.W. RR | 18 Frt. Eqpt. | 1945 Warners 
The Wyoming Mail” U. PLR. W. 18 2-6-HM | 1950 Universal 
*The Great Missouri Raid’ Missouri Central | 18 2(5)-5(14) 1950 | Nat. Holt. 
"Drums of the Deep South” | } 18 King Bros. 
*The Texas Rangers” | Texas Central | 18 (44) 2-5-6 | 1950 
TSierra Passage” | Sierra Railroad 3 2-5-6 | 1950 Parsons 
| | 
The Moonlighters” (3D) | K.T. & C. RR | 3 | 2-6-HM | 1951 JB Prod. 
. | | | | 
tHigh Noon” | Sierra Reilroad 3 2-5-6 | 1951) Kramer 
Kansos Pacific” | Kansas Pacific | 3 | 56 | 1952 | 
Rage ot Dawn” Ohio & Mississippi RR 3 2-5-6 1954 | 
Imed in October, 1954 for release in 1955 
Figures in parenthesis indicates number applied to equipment by motion picture company. 





HM indicates a “home-made” baggage car, constructed on a Sierra flat car. 


Baggoge-mail car 611 was brought to the Sierra from the Northwestern Pacific by Warner Brothers for 
Dodge City. It was badly burned (on purpose) in one scene, and left abandoned at Quartz Siding. It was 
later repaired and used in three more films. It is now de-trucked and used as a section house in Jamestown. 
ist compiled by Al Rose with assistance of Ralph Kerchum and Glenn Beier. 
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5 Duor the Editors Train Sheet. . . 


l i ncicenatenn “The Western Railroader”’ prints a special edition. 

e were pleased to have been asked by publisher, Francis Guido to 
lace into print and pictures our version of such a publication for this, 
* “Farewell to Steam’ Excursion on the Sierra Railroad. 

In seeking a historian, we knew of no person better qualified to 
ell the Sierra story than life-long Tuolumne County resident, Arthur 
Hender, columnist for Sonora’s 100 year old newspaper, ‘’The Union 
Democrat.’” Thanks to you, Art, for your fascinating article. 

We wish to extend our appreciation to photo contributors, Louis 
nd Bob Stein, and Al Moreno. The original roster was prepared by 
Doug Richter, with additional information furnished by G. M. Best. 
Iso helpful in preparation of this issue have been Joe Azevedo, 
ill McCallum, Herb Shirley and Jimmy Nichols. In the production 
}nd, thanks go to compositor Harley Cooney and pressman Walt 
rozier. 

The Sierra Railroad Company (William Cheney, general manager) 
ind the Pacific Coast Chapter of the Railway and Locomotive 
istorical Society (Fred Stindt, chapter chairman) have been very 
elpful in seeing this issue into print. To all of you who have co- 
berated our sincere thanks. 

Al Rose 

Guy Dunscomb 

Modesto, California, April 8, 1955 
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, Just two trips before being bumped 
by the diesels the 38 roars out of 





